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DEFINITIONS*

* Integrated Public Alert & Warning System (IPAWS): FEMA’s national system for local
alerting that provides authenticated emergency and life-saving information to the public
through mobile phones, radio, television, and internet-based services.

* Alerting Authority: A jurisdiction with the designated authority to alert and warn the public
when there is an impending natural or human-made disaster, threat, or dangerous or missing

person.

*www.fema.gov
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An Alerting Authority is a jurisdiction with the designated authority to alert and warn
the public when there is an impending natural or human-made disaster, threat, or
dangerous or missing person. Today, there are more than 1,900 federal, state, local,
tribal and territorial Alerting Authorities using IPAWS to issue critical public alerts and
warnings in their jurisdictions.

@ FEMA IPAWS Adoption by County (As of April, 2025)

B States Provide Alerting

] IPAWS Alerting Authoritics

7] County Without a Local
s Alerting Authority

*All 50 States, Washington DC, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands have a State level
(or equivalent) authorized Alerting Authority.


http://www.fema.org/

ALERTS REACHTHE PUBLIC IN
SEVERAL WAYS

Radio and television using
the Emergency Alert

System (EAS)

National Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration’s (NOAA)
Weather Radio.

Cell phones using Wireless
Emergency Alerts (VWEA)

Internet and unique alert
systemes.



GOVERNMENT ROLES

The Federal Communications Commission
establishes new Event Codes and maintains
the list of approved Event Codes.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency
trains Alerting Authorities and grants them
permission to use IPAWS.

Tribal, Federal, State, local, and territorial
Alerting Authorities message alerts and use
Event Codes to issue alerts over IPAWS for
emergencies and early warning.




THE FCC “Notice and Comment”
Process

Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking

Explains the need, source Public Comment Period

of authority, and reasons Final Ruling

for the proposed rule AR SR ERATIEA Published in the Federal

changes. Register and will state

Reply Comments effective date

Published to the Federal
Register




FCC Listing of Event Codes

* ADR — Administrative Message * LAE — Local Area Emergency

* AVA — Avalanche Watch * LEW — Law Enforcement Warning

* BLU — Blue Alert * MEP - Missing and Endangered
 CAE — Child Abduction Emergency Persons

NUW — Nuclear Power Plant Warning
RHW — Radiological Hazard Warning
RMT — Required Monthly Test

 CDW - Civil Danger Warning
CEM — Civil Emergency Message
DMO — Practice/Demo Warning
EQW — Earthquake Warning RWT — Required Weekly Test
EVI — Immediate Evacuation SPW — Shelter in Place Warning
FRW — Fire Warning * TOE —911 Telephone Outage

HMW — Hazardous Materials Emergency
Warning * VOW - Volcano Warning
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Can my Station Be an
Alerting Authority?




YES!

STEP |:Tribal leaders or elected officials will designate which members of their
nation are granted authority to alert the public of emergency situations occurring
in the nation’s jurisdiction.This will be known as the Alerting Authority.

STEP 2: Complete IPAWS online training.
STEP 3: Ensure alerting software is IPAWS-Compatible.

STEP 4:Apply for a Memorandum of Agreement with FEMA in the IPAWS User
Portal.

STEP 5: Encourage cross-jurisdictional collaboration and apply for public alerting
permissions in the IPAWS User Portal



IPAWS ALERTING AUTHORITIES

15 OUT OF 574 TRIBAL ALERTING

STATE DIRECTORY QR CODE

1,600+ federal, state, local, tribal and o @iy Nadn

territorial Alerting Authorities use Hoopa Valley Tribe
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe

IPAWS to issue Critical pUbIIC alerts * Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw

. . .« . . . . Indi
and warnings in their jurisdictions. -
Cocopah Indian Tribe

Hualapai Tribe
Confederated Tribes of the Chehalis

Navajo Nation

Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation

Rincon Band of Luiseno Indians

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indian

Ysleta del Sur Pueblo

Pascua Yaqui

Shawnee Tribe

Inupiat Community of the Arctic Slope
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State Alerts

Designed to alert the public regarding

California Feather Alert . . .
Native American missing persons.
: : Implemented for rapid response to
Washington Indigenous Persons Alert .p . . P P
missing Indigenous persons.
. Focuses on immediate notification
Colorado Missing Person Alert : .
concerning missing individuals.
. : Relating to a missing or endangered
New Mexico Turquoise Alert & & 5

Indigenous person




Colorado Missing/Endangered Alert

The alerts won't automatically
pop up on your phone like an
Amber Alert, the alert instantly
goes to all Colorado law
enforcement, while media and
the public can sign up for email
alerts.

The alert features the missing
person's picture, name and
description. Along with any
other relevant details and which
law enforcement agency to
contact if you have any
information.



California Feather Alert

For a Feather Alert to be activated, a law enforcement agency must
determine that the following criteria have been met:

1. The missing person is an indigenous woman or indigenous
person.

2. The investigating law enforcement agency has utilized available
local and tribal resources.

3. The law enforcement agency determines that the person has
gone missing under unexplainable or suspicious circumstances.

4. The law enforcement agency believes that the person is in
danger.

5. There is information available that, if disseminated to the public,
could assist in the safe recovery of the missing person.




Brian Wadsworth
E-mail



mailto:Bwadsworth@nativepublicmedia.org

PESA U
(THANK YOU)!

To learn more visit:
www.nativepublicmedia.org
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