IDSS and the Weather-Ready Nation
Ambassador Program



IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services

Provide timely, relevant, and
easy-to-understand weather
forecast and impacts to core
partners in an effort to support
public safety decisions.

Core partners:

e Media, tribal, federal, state,

county, local governments
o High dependence on media to
help get the word out to
affected residents.




IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services

Types of IDSS

e On-site - Meteorologists are physically located at an emergency operations
center. RN




IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services

Types of IDSS

e Remote - Contact your local NWS office to

get on their emaill list.
o  Email briefings

o Webinars

gl ant Storm

National Weather Service Flagstaff, AZ

tem Saturday Afternoon Into Sunday

exit the area Sunday afternoon.

Precipitation will spread into the area from west to east Saturday afternoon.
The heaviest precipitation is expected to fall Saturday evening through
Sunday morning as the cold front crosses the region. The main system will

Confidence: Medium
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Coconino County - 7500-8000 feet falling to 5500-6000
feet late Saturday night/early Sunday morning.
Yavapai County - 7500-8000 feet falling to 5500-6000
feet late Saturday night/early Sunday morning.

Gila County - 8000 feet falling to 6500-7000 feet
Sunday morning.
Navajo County - 7500-8500 feet falling to 6000-7000
feet Sunday morning.
Apache County — 7500-8500 feet falling to 6500-7500
feet Sunday morning.

Other Impacts

Confidence: Medium

Gusty southwest winds of 15-25 mph with
gusts up to 35 mph can be expected ahead of
the front Saturday. Gusty winds will continue
Saturday night & Sunday.

Travel will become hazardous across the
higher elevations Saturday night and Sunday
morning.

Minor low elevation flooding possible.
Confidence: Medium



IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services

https://www.weather.gov/stormready/contact

National Weather Service Local Office Contacts StormReady
Weather.gov > StormReady > National Weather Service Local Office Contacts National Program

Click on a state to link to your Local NWS Office and a Contact Person, your Warning Coordination Meteorologist.
You can also find the name of your local office and additional contacts in PDF format.
Return to StormReady home or TsunamiReady home



https://www.weather.gov/stormready/contact

Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program
Formalizes the relationship between the NWS and Ambassador. Provides a

two-way street of communication helping communities
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Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program

Ambassadors help promote public safety by sharing ‘We n ot
The National Weather Service has just released its “Fire Outlook” for this

weather safety social media graphics produced by

the NWS (force multiplier).
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Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program

Ambassadors receive pre-made seasonal social media graphics for seasonal
safety campaigns.

https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign

NWS National Seasonal Safety Campaign: Preparing the public for hazardous weather year-round



https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign

Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program

Heat Example

Heat REIated Deaths N ’ The temperature in your car
ARE Preventable

LOOK BEFi)j Y

can quickly become deadly!

https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign



https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign

Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program

Ambassadors are recognized through a ceremony, wall of fame placard, or some
other means of recognition.

NWS Quad Cities, 1A NWS Los Angeles, CA



Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program

URL to sign up

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/amb-tou

WRN Ambassador Application
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AMBASSADOR™

WEATHER -READY NATION

Organization Title *


https://www.weather.gov/wrn/amb-tou

EAS - Emergency Alert System

The Evolution of Emergency Alerting

The Integrated Public
Alert and Warning System
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alert receptions. - Digitally encoded header
Initiated a special Designed t ide th * Attention Signal
esigned to provide the . :
sequence and procedure President with an Af@oAnnouncement
designed to warn citizens. expeditious method of « Digitally encoded end-of-

communicating. message marker

Later expanded for use Provided better integration.

| during peacetime at state

systems and technologies
through adoption of new
alert information exchange
format - the Common
Alerting Protocol, or CAP.

Provides authorities with a
broader range of message
options and multiple

communications pathways.

and local levels.

IPAWS enhances and extends a national infrastructure and capability;to
local, state, territorial, and tribal officials for public alerting and warning




Emergency Alert System Capabilities

Via IPAWS, in addition to traditional EAS state or local configurations Ens "
v Trigger TV and radio alerts el iy D

v FCC requires all licensees to monitor IPAWS All Hazards Information Feed
v Supports audio attachments (mp3)

v Supports audio links

v Supports text to speech
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EAS - Emeraency Alert System (IPAWS)

IPAWS Architecture: A National System for Local Alerting
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WEA - Wireless Emergency

Alerts

Implemented in 2012

Smart phones enabled

Use phone location to
determine if warning is
activated on phone

5:04

Friday, June 28

Emergency Alert

Flash Flood Warning this area til

6:00 PM EDT. Avoid flood areas.

Check local media. ~-NV

T

‘5!

Weather-Ready Nation

WIRELESS

CAPABLE

Wireless Emergency Alerts
Save Lives

aniel Bennett was officiating Sunday services
D before 600 to 700 people when he heard an

electronic warning tone. Then another. And
another.

“Id say probably two dozen phones started going off
in the service, and everybody started looking down,”
he said.

What they saw was a text message from the Nation-
al Weather Service cautioning that a twister was in
the area. Bennett stopped the service and ushered
everyone to a safe place...

- Forecasts, warnings spared lives from tornadoes,
Associated Press, November 18, 2013

Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) are messages
sent to your mobile phone during an emergency. No
sign-up is required.

What Kind of Alerts?

WEA are sent only during an emergency. They are sent
by authorized government alerting authorities through
your mobile carrier.

Types of alerts include:
‘/Extreme weather warnings (including flood
and tornado warnings)

Local emergencies requiring evacuation or
immediate action

‘/AMBI:R Alerts

Photo: Mana Hefin

v

Presidential Alerts during a national
emergency.

The National Weather Service sends WEA
messages for:

v
v

‘/Humcane. Typhoon, Extreme Wind and
Storm Surge Warnings

Tsunami Warnings

Tornado and Flash Flood Warnings

‘/Dust Storm and Snow Squall Warnings

WEA messages are relevant to your location - you
only receive WEA messages when you and your cell
phone are in the area of the emergency. If you visit
an-other city, you will only receive alerts for that
location and not your home town.

weather.gov/iwrn



WEA - Wireless Emergency Alerts \wIRELESS
EMERGENCY

WEA Messages Originated by NWS ék pE A%T_%

&

Warning Type WEA Message

o unami Warrin Tsunami danger on the coast. Go to high ground or move inland.
9 Listen to local news. -NWS

Tornado Warning in this area til hh:mm tzT. Take shelter now.
Check local media. -NWS

Tornado Warning --or-—
Tornado EMERGENCY til hh:mmtzT. Tornado spotted in this area.
Find shelter now! -NWS

Extreme Wind Warning Ectvrgme Wind Warning this area til hh:-mmtzT ddd. Take shelter. —

: < Hurricane Warning this area. Check local media and authorities. -
Hurricane Warning NWS
Tvoh Warni Typhoon Warning this area til hh:mm tzT ddd. Check local media

Lssbiinsishinant ) and authorities. -NWS
S NWS: Life-threatening storm surge danger. Check for possible
Shom.~uiye Yaming evacuation orders.
= Flash Flood Warning this area til hh:mm tzT. Avoid flooded areas.

Flash Flood Warning Check local media. -NWS
Dust Storm Warning Z:/set i&l;/n; Warning til hh:mm tzT. Remember, Pull Aside, Stay

Legend **Availability of Storm Surge Warning varies by wireless carrier
tzT = timezone
ddd= three letter abbreviation

for day of the week




WEA - Wireless Emergency Alerts

What Do the Alerts Look Like?

WEA will look like a text message. The WEA message will typically
show the type and time of the alert, any action you should take, #K. Emergency alert: Exireme

and the government agency issuing the alert. The message will be Tornado Warning in this area til
3:30 PM EDT. Take shelter now.

no more than 90 characters. WEA messages include a special
tone and vibration, both repeated twice.

Check local media. -NWS

Do | Need to Sign Up for WEA?

NO! No signup is required! Alerts are sent automatically to
WEA-capable phones during an emergency. WEA is free! No need
to download an app.




Questions?

Ken Waters - Ken.\Waters@noaa.gov

Tony Merriman - Tony.Merriman@noaa.gov
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