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IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services
Provide timely, relevant, and 
easy-to-understand weather 
forecast and impacts to core 
partners in an effort to support 
public safety decisions. 

Core partners:

● Media, tribal, federal, state, 
county, local governments

○ High dependence on media to 
help get the word out to 
affected residents.



IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services
Types of IDSS

● On-site -  Meteorologists are physically located at an emergency operations 
center.



IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services
Types of IDSS

● Remote - Contact your local NWS office to 
get on their email list.

○ Email briefings 
○ Webinars



IDSS - Impact-based Decision Support Services

https://www.weather.gov/stormready/contact

https://www.weather.gov/stormready/contact


Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program
Formalizes the relationship between the NWS and Ambassador.  Provides a 
two-way street of communication helping communities 



Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program
Ambassadors help promote public safety by sharing 
weather safety social media graphics produced by 
the NWS (force multiplier).



Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program
Ambassadors receive pre-made seasonal social media graphics for seasonal 
safety campaigns.

https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign

 

https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign


Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program
Heat Example

https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign

 

https://www.weather.gov/safetycampaign


Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program
Ambassadors are recognized through a ceremony, wall of fame placard, or some 
other means of recognition.

NWS Quad Cities, IA NWS Los Angeles, CA



Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador Program
URL to sign up

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/amb-tou

https://www.weather.gov/wrn/amb-tou


EAS - Emergency Alert System

The Integrated Public 
Alert and Warning System 
(IPAWS) -- new 
mechanism to allow 
multiple agencies inject 
public alerts





EAS - Emergency Alert System (IPAWS)



WEA - Wireless Emergency 
Alerts

Implemented in 2012

Smart phones enabled

Use phone location to 
determine if warning is 
activated on phone



WEA - Wireless Emergency Alerts



WEA - Wireless Emergency Alerts
What Do the Alerts Look Like? 

WEA will look like a text message. The WEA message will typically 
show the type and time of the alert, any action you should take, 
and the government agency issuing the alert. The message will be 
no more than 90 characters. WEA messages include a special 
tone and vibration, both repeated twice. 

Do I Need to Sign Up for WEA? 

NO! No signup is required! Alerts are sent automatically to 
WEA-capable phones during an emergency. WEA is free! No need 
to download an app. 



Questions?
Ken Waters - Ken.Waters@noaa.gov

Tony Merriman - Tony.Merriman@noaa.gov
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