
Empowering free press in Indian Country: 
The NAJA Red Press Initiative



The Native American Journalists 
Association empowers more 

than 550 members representing 
tribal, nonprofit, freelance and 

mainstream media professionals 
in promoting accurate coverage 

of Indian Country, supporting 
newsroom diversity and 

defending challenges to free 
press, speech and expression. 







How can NAJA best serve our members 
working across Indian Country?

● Video editing training
● Newsroom management
● Promoting accurate media coverage of 

Indigenous communities
● Responding to stereotypes in 

mainstream media
● Expanding freedom of the press in 

Indian Country



The Native Voice
● Native American journalists constitute less than 0.2 

percent of mainstream newsrooms, according to the 
2015 American Society of News Editors Newsroom 
Diversity Survey.

● NAJA’s goal is to increase the Native voice in 
newsrooms from 0.2 to 2 percent within the next 
decade.



NAJA Education 
Pathways



Native American Journalism Fellowship
● NAJA Education Pathways

○ Curriculum tailored to individual 
students’ needs and strengths

○ Leadership development through 
multi-year newsroom mentorship

○ Fellows can earn three hours of 
undergraduate credit 



2019 Class



Training and Resources for 
NAJA Student Members

● 2019 NAJA Facebook Scholarship
○ Indigenous college and graduate students 

- apply by 4/30
● NAJA student chapters
○ Arizona State University 
○ Ohio University
○ Stanford University

● NPM Andy Harvey Native American 
Broadcast Journalism Workshop at NAU



Professional Resources for Native 
and Non-Native newsrooms

● NAJA Reporter’s Guide Series
○ Covering the Violence Against Women 

Act (VAWA) in Indian Country - 2019
● NAJA AP Style Guide Insert
● Indigenous Investigative Collective (IIC)
● Free press in Indian Country
● National Native Media Conference







10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

1. Declaration of protected free speech and press
2. Establish an independent media
3. Establish an independent editorial board
4. Establish a tenured executive
5. Explicit declaration of an open public forum
6. Freedom of Information Act
7. “Shield” Act
8. Budget allocation and protection
9. Brand
10.Location



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

1. Declaration of Protected Free Speech and Press

Specific language protecting the citizens right to 
free speech and a free press should be in the tribal 
constitution. 

The lack of these protected rights could undermine 
any law or policy established to protect a free press.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

2. Establish an Independent Media

Tribal government should enact laws that guarantee 
protection of free speech and a free press, 
independence from undue political influence, a 
commitment to the ethics of journalism, to training 
and retaining professional journalists, and allowing 
operation without prior restraint or fear of reprisal.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

3. Establish an Independent Editorial Board

An act establishing a free press should include an 
independent governing body with sufficient powers 
to set and enforce editorial and personnel policies. 
This editorial board will, in effect, be the publisher 
for the organization, and will hold final 
accountability for any activities under the auspices 
of the organization.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

4. Establish a Tenured Executive

Legislation enacting a free press must protect the 
chief executive from undue political influence. There 
should be a formal process of removal for cause 
only. 

There should also be specific requirements that an 
executive adhere to journalistic ethics, and required 
professional experience in the management of a 
news organization.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

5. Explicit Declaration of an Open Public Forum

It should be publicly stated that it is the intent of the 
tribal government to provide an “open public forum” 
for its citizens. 

This declaration establishes a commitment to the 
tradition and practice of free speech and the basic 
rights guaranteed under the First Amendment.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

6. Freedom of Information Act

The public right to information about the 
policymaking processes and budgetary actions of 
the government should be established in law. 

A “Freedom of Information Act” should define the 
scope and limitations of disclosure for public 
bodies, public records, and the processes and 
outcomes of public meetings.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

7. “Shield” Act

Enact legislation to provide protection for sources 
journalists or tribal media use in reporting. The act 
should include specific language exempting a 
journalist from disclosing a source of any published 
or unpublished information in any tribal proceeding. 

Tribal journalists must be able to provide their 
sources with reasonable assurance their identity will 
be protected.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

8. Budget Allocation and Protection

Tribal media may not have large enough audiences 
to fund the organization through subscription or 
advertising revenues so legislation forming a free 
press must protect allocated tribal funding. 

It is necessary that the tribe subsidize the 
operational budget of the organization without using 
this financial power to influence policy or content.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

9. Brand

Design a media brand that is distinct from the brand 
of the tribal government. 

It should include a name and logo that incorporates 
language and imagery universally recognized by the 
people that symbolizes the unique position and 
responsibility held by tribal media as a conduit of 
information between the people and the 
government.



10 Essential Elements of an 
Independent Tribal Media

10. Location, Location, Location

If possible, independent tribal media should operate 
in a building or facility that is separate from the 
other branches of tribal government. 

The symbolic and practical significance of this 
separation will be noticed by tribal citizens and will 
act to building a reputation of independence from 
the government.



NAJA Indigenous 
Investigative Collective
● Provides networked support to Indigenous reporters 

covering day-to-day activities of tribal governments.

● Supports transparency in Indigenous communities by 
securely handling sensitive documents, data and news tips. 

● Empowers journalists to work safely, and securely, with 
whistleblowers.











NAJA Red Press Initiative 

Phase I: Develop data gathering tools and other research methodologies to achieve designated 
outcomes. Develop an outreach campaign to reach target respondents, to include Native journalists, 
tribal media, tribal officials and citizens.

Phase II: Implement research strategy and data gathering, to include anecdotal accounts using 
multiple platforms and multimedia.

Phase III: Analyze data and develop conclusions. Develop a report with narrative, data, and graphics to 
reveal findings, state conclusions, and propose recommendations. Report will include narrative and 
photographic storytelling coupled with online multimedia content.

Phase IV: Develop print and digital educational materials based on the report. Develop an outreach 
and marketing campaign to disseminate report, online content and educational materials. Assemble a 
standing Free Press Task Force that will deployed into tribal settings for free press and technical 
trainings, and into mainstream news settings for coverage equity and bias awareness trainings.



Pacific Northwest

● Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
● Quinault Indian Reservation
● Swinomish Indian Tribal Community 

Pacific

● Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
● Bishop Paiute Tribe
● Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians, CA
● Pechanga Band of Luiseno Mission Indians 

of the Pechanga Reservation, CA 

Western

● Washoe Tribe of Nevada & California

Rocky Mountain

● Eastern Shoshone Tribe of the Wind River 
Reservation, WY

● Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort 
Belknap Reservation of Montana

Southwest

● Mescalero Apache Tribe of the Mescalero 
Reservation, NM

● Pueblo of Cochiti, NM
● Ute Mountain Ute Tribe 

Great Plains

● Oglala Sioux Tribe

Phase II: Connect with Indian Country to Assess 
Current Tribal Media Landscape





NAJA Red Press Initiative 







See you at the Mystic Lake Casino 
Resort Spet. 15-18 in Prior Lake, MN 
for the 2019 NAJA National Native 

Media Conference!


